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Definition 



Speech act is an act that a speaker 
performs when making an utterance; 

Speech act is an intent utterance 



given in accordance with speech 
principles and rules 

Speech acts are a staple of 
everyday communicative life; 




Speech act components 




Locutionarv act 



the act of 'saying something' in the full normal sense is the 
performance of locutionary act 



• lllocutionary act 

It is a complete speech act, made in a typical utterance, that consists 
of the delivery of the propositional content of the utterance, and a 
particular illocutionary force. 



Perlocutionarv act (effect 



the consequence of an illocutionary act, some result 





(according to John R. Austin) 



John R. Searle's classification 



Directives 
Commissives 
Representatives 
Declaratives 
Expressives 



Directives 



Directive is a speech act that is to cause the 
hearer to take a particular action 



Commissives 



Commissive is a speech act that 
commits a speaker to some future 
action (promises, refuses) 



e-9 




Representatives 



Representative is a speech act that 
commits a speaker to the truth of the 
expressed proposition 

e.g 



eclaratives 



Declarative is a speech act that 
changes the reality in accord with 
the proposition of the declaration. 



e.g. 




Expressives 




Expressive is a speech act that 
expresses on the speaker's attitudes 
and emotions towards the 
proposition. 

e.g. I am very dissapoir 



Speech act functions 



1 ) Exchange factual information 

2) Exchange intellectual information 



3) Exchange emotional attitudes 





4) Exchange moral attitudes 



5) Suasion 



6) Socializing 



Conclusions 



w 



Main features of speech acts are 
intentionality and purposefulness or 
commitment. 

Speech act is a component of the 
communicative act 
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